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IFS 3eme Section Internationale Entry Test. 

Reading Insert. 

Read Passage A carefully, and then answer Question 1 on the Question and Answer Paper 

provided. 

Passage A: Tiger Encounter 

The following passage is set in Bandhavgarh National Park, India. The writer is describing a meeting 

with a Bengal tiger, one of the world's endangered species. The writer is accompanied by other 

visitors and a guide called Anil. 

It's early morning and the sunlight is just breaking through the trees of the deep Bandhavgarh 

forest. We're driving down a dirt lane when suddenly the road is blocked by the massive grey bulk 

which is Gautam, the lead elephant used for patrols, tiger monitoring, and tourist forays into the 

jungle. Sitting astride Gautam, is Kuttapan, the keeper and 'driver' of the elephant. He has been at 

Bandhavgarh for 24 years and knows more about its tigers than anyone. Kuttapan gets my 

attention and points to something on the road. It's the distinct impression of a tiger's body which 

has recently lain there. The imprint - torso, fore-paws and tail - lies clearly over any tracks or 

disturbances which may have come in the night. 

Suddenly we hear the distinct 'bleep-bleep' - the alarm call of the deer, announcing the presence 

of a predator. Kuttapan and Gautam go off to investigate and we begin to drive around to intercept 

them on the other side of the forest. Ten metres down the road, we hear a loud 'varoom', the call 

of the tiger, and we slide to a halt. Walking directly towards us, at a distance of 100 metres, is a 

large male tiger. It is one of the 3-year-old males known to share this territory with his brother. 

We sit in stunned silence in open-topped jeeps. Some cameras continue to click and some knuckles 

begin to whiten as grips tighten on the roll bars of the jeep. The tiger continues his casual stroll 

directly towards us. About 20 metres from our jeep, he walks into a small clearing off the road, 
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