
• Read everything on the Anglophone website. It 

is so complete it tells you (almost) everything 

you need to know!

• Access the website from the LFS website:

• http://lfs.edu.sg/offre-pedagogique/orientation

(scroll down to Study Abroad)

http://lfs.edu.sg/offre-pedagogique/orientation


CONTACTS
 There are two Anglophone Advisers:

 Ms K. Snider: ksnider@lfs.edu.sg and 

anglo.orientation@lfs.edu.sg

 Mr C. Webster: cwebster@lfs.edu.sg and 

orientation.eng@lfs.edu.sg

 Please use the ORIENTATION emails (the second 

email) to contact us about orientation matters.

mailto:ksnider@lfs.edu.sg
mailto:anglo.orientation@lfs.edu.sg
mailto:cwebster@lfs.edu.sg
mailto:orientation.eng@lfs.edu.sg


FIRST STEPS
 Register on the Anglophone Orientation Database 

for 2020 Entry:

 https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1kbYTWgYhvy

I_Z1CPDUZAKled_P_dX4W8RdOOUpmHfS0/edit#gid

=0

 We will then allocate an adviser.

 After a few days you will find the name and email of 

your adviser on the database. You should then contact 

your adviser and introduce yourself.

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1kbYTWgYhvyI_Z1CPDUZAKled_P_dX4W8RdOOUpmHfS0/edit#gid=0


IMPORTANT POINTS

DEADLINES

The deadline for early applicants applications (Oxford, Cambridge, 
Medicine and Veterinary Surgery in the UK) is 15th October, even 
earlier if you apply to Cambridge and want an interview in Singapore 
(20th September). For all other applicants the internal LFS deadline is 
6th December. You must sign a disclaimer if you miss it.

PREDICTED GRADES

These are done online via Google Sheets. The first step is to 
download a Predicted Grade Information Form. A new form is being 
prepared for 2020, and may not be available until September.

REFERENCES

You need two referees. Read the guidance on references carefully as 
different formats are required for different countries. 



REFERENCES
CONFIDENTIALITY

It is LFS policy to preserve confidentiality as far as possible. Teachers 
should therefore send UCAS references directly to Mr Webster or Ms
Snider. We will translate if necessary.

FORMAT

These days most references are sent electronically. UCAS references 
have to be uploaded as Plain Text. Teachers do not need to print or sign 
references as they are authorised by being uploaded through our portals 
as registered UCAS Advisers. 

Referees for Common App (US) are contacted directly by an email from 
Common App. Ask your teachers to contact us for help if required.

Most Canadian universities do not require references.

References for other countries will be dealt with on an individual basis 
(some still require a paper reference).



CHOOSING UNIVERSITIES

1. Assess your level (consider previous reports)

2. Look at a UK University League Table (example on next 
slide). Top 10 universities will (as a very approximate guide) 
want a 16 average, next 20, a 15 average, etc.

3. Find the university and course: http://search.ucas.com This 
site will tell you everything you need to know, including 
entry requirements. 

4. You can convert A-level grades to Bac marks using the 
Grade Equivalency Grid on the website (but remember it 
can only be approximate) as A-levels go into more depth 
than subjects in the French Bac.

http://search.ucas.com


SAMPLE LEAGUE TABLE 

FROM THE GUARDIAN



PERSONAL STATEMENTS 

PROCEDURE
 With over 80 applications, we only have time to check 

your personal statement twice.

 When it is as good as you can get it, paste it into the 

box on the UCAS form and email your adviser. We can 

read it (but not modify it).

 We will email corrections, or if necessary, will make an 

appointment to review it with you.

 We will give it a final check before it is sent on to 

UCAS.



TRANSCRIPTS

 US, Canadian, and universities in many other countries 

require TRANSCRIPTS.

 A transcript is a summary of the qualifications you have 

achieved, and your report marks, usually for the last 

three years. It does not include report comments.

 A complete DIY kit to create your own transcript can be 

found on the website. Bring the finished transcript to 

your adviser to be checked, stamped and signed.



FILL IN THE FORMS

 For UK, register with UCAS using the BUZZWORD (or else 
your application will be lost in cyberspace). Then fill in the 
form. Contact your adviser if you have difficulties.

 For US, register with COMMON APP using 
orientation.eng@lfs.edu.sg or ksnider@lfs.edu.sg. NOTE: 
these are the emails we have registered with Common App. 
If you use the wrong email, you will have to do it all again.

 For Canada, register online and upload your documents. we 
have no profiles and therefore cannot monitor the progress 
of your application, so if you have problems, email Ms
Snider (our expert on Canadian Universities).

 Other Anglophone countries are dealt with on an individual 
basis.

mailto:orientation.eng@lfs.edu.sg
mailto:ksnider@lfs.edu.sg


FINAL REMINDERS

 READ the documentation very carefully, and please 

follow the procedures we have laid down.

 MEET deadlines. It is particularly important that any 

COMMON APP applications are sent off in good time.

 The INTERNAL LFS deadline is 6th December 2017.

 In July you must send authenticated documents to 

the university which you will attend. Detailed 

information about how to do this is on the website.



PART 2 – EARLY 

APPLICANTS



OXBRIDGE HURDLES
 Hurdle 1: GRADES: you need a 16 minimum. If you cross this 

hurdle, the marks don’t seem to matter (I have known students 
with 19 who were rejected because of a poor interview, and 
students with a bare 16 who got in).

 Hurdle 2: PERSONAL STATEMENT. If your application goes on to 
the next stage this could make the difference between an interview 
and no interview.

 Hurdle 3: EXTRA TESTS. These are required in several subjects. 
Find out about them and get lots of practice, and perhaps even a 
tutor. It is important to get a HIGH SCORE!

 Hurdle 4: INTERVIEW. Very approximately, LFS has about 8 
OXBRIDGE interviews a year, but only one or two get in – so 
PREPARE!



PREPARING A HIGH QUALITY 

APPLICATION FOR OXBRIDGE

 Research the university, the college, the course and the 
tutors.

 Read around your subject – be an obsessive about it, love it, 
live and breath it.

 Keep up to date with world news from a UK perspective.

 Your personal statement needs to be much better than 
average.

 Study and practice for any extra tests you need to take.

 Practice talking about your subject (in case you get an 
interview).



EXTRA TESTS
Many UK universities require you to take an entrance test for certain subjects. 
The university syllabus will state clearly if you have to take an extra test. It is up to 
you to check the syllabus carefully. More information about these tests can be 
found here:

https://www.ucas.com/undergraduate/applying-university/admissions-tests

Some tests are done online. Where a written paper is required, you can apply to 
take it at the British Council:

https://www.britishcouncil.sg/exam/professional-university/admission-tests

The LATEST date you can register is October 15th. Registration is open from 1st

August. Try to register BEFORE 1st October, as after that date you will pay a 
higher registration fee.

LAST YEAR SOME STUDENTS MISSED THE 15th OCTOBER REGISTRATON 
DEADLINE – DON’T LET THAT HAPPEN TO YOU!

https://www.ucas.com/undergraduate/applying-university/admissions-tests
https://www.britishcouncil.sg/exam/professional-university/admission-tests


OXBRIDGE PERSONAL 

STATEMENT
 Research the format and style. There is plenty of guidance on the 

UCAS website, and hundreds of examples online.

 Avoid clichés like these: 
http://university.which.co.uk/advice/personal-statements/10-things-
not-to-put-in-your-personal-statement

 Remember that you are trying to get a world expert in your subject 
to be interested in your candidature: some tips here: 
https://www.studential.com/university/applying/UCAS-application-
guide/oxbridge/personal-statements

 Some examples here: https://www.studential.com/personal-
statement-examples/oxford-university-personal-statements

http://university.which.co.uk/advice/personal-statements/10-things-not-to-put-in-your-personal-statement
https://www.studential.com/university/applying/UCAS-application-guide/oxbridge/personal-statements
https://www.studential.com/personal-statement-examples/oxford-university-personal-statements


BIOMEDICAL SCIENCE AS A 

‘BACKDOOR’ TO MEDICINE



ANOTHER BACKDOOR


